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"Blackie" (Sister Catherine Black)
The name of Sister Catherine Black is familiar to millions all over the world as the nurse who nursed the late King George V with such skill and devotion. From the time of His Majesty's first serious illness, in the winter of 1928, until his death seven years later, she was constantly with him, and during that time "Blackie" as she was known affectionately, endeared herself to all the Royal Family. Some of the most fascinating chapters in her book deal with her ' -experiences in the Royal Household, for she gives intimate glimpses of the late King and of Queen Mary and their children, tells of their family life, paints with touching simplicity the portrait not of the Sovereign, but of the man who was King George V.
But apart from her link with the Royal Family, Catherine Black's life is in itself an enthralling romance. She writes of her childhood in Donegal in the old stormy days of friction between the great English landowners and the peasantry on their Irish estates: of her hospital training under white-haired sisters who had served their apprenticeship under Florence Nightingale. She tells of the real-life dramas of the operating theatre, of the tragedies and comedies enacted in the wards of our great hospitals, of the romances of research work . . . stories more enchanting than fiction.
At the London Hospital, where she trained, Nurse Black followed in the footsteps of Edith Cavell, and she was actually in Brussels while the latter was organizing her hospital there ; the story of that heroic endeavour is one of the most poignant passages in the book.
Then the scene changes to the Great War, to casualty clearing stations behind the British line in France, where the wounded were brought in straight from the trenches, and the surgeons operated night and day with the roar of the guns in their ears. Nurse Black saw four years of the horrors of modern warfare, saw it from the Aldershot Hospital where she was in charge of a ward filled with hopelessly disfigured men, saw it from base hospitals and emergency dressing stations in No Man's Land, where air raids took thSir toll of nurses and patients alike.
She tells of her return to civilian life, of her experiences as a nurse in other countries, of a tour in Australia, where she visited lonely hospitals in the "back of beyond*' and met the famous flying doctors and bush nurses.
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